LEGENDS

His conclusion* however, logically implies the
conviction., simply, that Indian women must be se-
curely bound and delivered before their woman-
hood is upon them, if they are to be kept in hand.2

In reproducing the following quotation from
Tagore's essay, the first several editions of Mother
India omitted the three words italicised below and
printed elision marks in their places :

'The "desire," however, against which India's
solution of the marriage problem, declared war, is
one -of Nature's most powerful fighters ; conse-
quently, the question of how to overcome it was not
an easy one. There is a particular age, said India,
at which this attraction between the sexes reaches
. il$ height; so if marriage is to be regulated accord-
ing to the social will [as distinguished from the
choice of the individual concerned], it must be
finished with before such age. Hence the Indian
custom of early marriage.'3

In latei> editions, however, the two words, 'said
India,5 were restored. Their omission doubtless gave
eBsphasis to the idea that Tagore did not dissociate
himself from the Hindu custom of early marriage,
which idea, it is safe to say, will continue to be imbibed
by many readers of his full text as found in Count
Keyserling's volume. And by changing chis conclusion*

1 In later editions the word 'conclusion* reads   'explanation,'
and 'conviction* is changed to 'assumption.*

2 Mother India, p. 50.

3 Mother India,   p. 51, and The Book of Marriage* Count Key-
serling, Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York, 1926, p. 112.
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